The effects of infraocclusion: Part 3. Dental arch length and the midline.
The third and final article in this series examines the effect of infraocclusion on the midline of the mandibular dental arch. From clinical observation, a shift in the dental midline to the side affected by infraocclusion seemed very common, and this could be explained within the terms of the hypothesis proposed in the first article. A method was devised on a panoramic radiograph to define and to distinguish the anatomic (skeletal) midline and the dental midline. This confirmed the existence of a dental shift to the affected side. The hemiarch length of each side was measured on the film, from the distal of the second deciduous molar/second premolar to both constructed midlines, and was found to be longer on the affected side, confirming an abnormally distal position of the first molar on that side.